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Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council

Resolution Supperting Transition of the Kaua‘i Office to a New Discovery Center
March 19, 2019

WHEREAS Kaua‘i hosted more than 1.3 million visitors in 2018. Demonstrating the need
and interest for a community and visitor discovery center with a focus on native, endemic
and introduced wildlife in Hawai‘i;

WHEREAS native Hawaiian people have demonstrated cultural practices, knowledge and
experiences that provide opportunities to enrich and bridge our understanding of the
kohola to place;

WHEREAS Kaua‘i has tremendous resource value in ongoing marine mammal research
with the Navy;

WHEREAS the Kaua‘i Office has quality and dedicated volunteers, who together with
its one-person staff, has a community presence that belies its size and has demonstrated
performance and collaboration skills, meeting community needs like no other agency
resident on Kaua‘i where the population exceeded 72,000 (2017);

WHEREAS Kukui Grove Center is centrally located and is a good, safe place close to
many schools and has undertaken upgrades and improved the scope of community
opportunities while improving its occupancy and foot traffic;

WHEREAS the Reserve Advisory Council and Sanctuary Advisory Council and education
working group have expressed their support for a joint discovery center;

BE IT RESOLVED that the SAC supports the relocation of the Kaua‘i Office to Kukui
Grove Center;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the SAC strongly supports the establishment of a
discovery center and relocation of the Kaua‘i office to that center. The SAC would also be
happy to provide any assistance in this project. The strength of our islands lies in our ability
to work together for a common purpose. With the support of this project, it will be a place
of education and gathering for all people.

ADOPTED by Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Advisory
Council during a video teleconference call on August 13, 2019.
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So6lomon Pili Kaho‘ohalahala, Chair

“The opinions and findings of this letter/publication do not necessarily reflect the position of the
sanctuary, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or the State of Hawai‘i.”
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