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Where Sea Turtles Nest 
Sea turtles nest in a wide, warm belt around the world. 
They all return to the same beaches where they 
themselves hatched. Each kind of sea turtle has its 
own special place. For some, only one particular place 
will do. The Atlantic Ridley nests only on one beach 
on the northeast coast of Mexico (A). The flat- back 
turtle lays its eggs only on the coast of northern 
Australia (B). Hawaiian green turtles may be found 
nesting at French Frigate Shoals in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, up 
to 800 miles from their feeding areas around the main 
islands (C). It is a wonder that sea turtles can 
remember where they were born and that they can 
navigate to find these places again.

 
Kahi e Ho'opunana na Honu Kai 
Ho'opūnana nā honu kai i kekāhi wahi mehana i 
pō'ai i ka honua. Ho'i lākou a pau i ke kahakai a 
lākou i hānau 'ia ai. Loa'a nā wahi kupono i nā 'ano 
honu like 'ole. No kekāhi ho'okahi wahi kūpono 
wale nō. Ho'opānana ka honu Atlantic Ridley ma 
ho'okahi kahakai wale nō ma ke kapakai hikina 
'ākau o Mekiko. Ho'ohuahua ka honu Kualaha i 
kona mau hua ma ke kapakai ho'okahi ma ke 
kapakai o ka 'ao'ao 'ākau o 'Aukekulelia. Ho'opānana 
nā honu 'ōma'oma'o ma ka French Frigate Shoals o 
ka Papahānaumokuākea he 'ewalu haneli mile mai nā 
wahi hānai ma ka pae 'āina nui. He kupaianaha no 
ko ka honu 'ōma'oma'o ho'omana'o 'ana i kona wahi 
hānau, a ko lākou ho'okele a hiki aku i kēlā wahi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
	
  



















	
  

The	
  National	
  Oceanic	
  and	
  Atmospheric	
  Administration	
  (NOAA)	
  and	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  National	
  Marine	
  Sanctuaries	
  Pacific	
  Islands	
  Region	
  (PIR)	
  
would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  the	
  National	
  Marine	
  Sanctuary	
  of	
  American	
  Samoa	
  and	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  Marine	
  Conservation	
  for	
  permission	
  to	
  modify	
  
its	
  popular	
  coloring	
  book	
  Sea	
  Turtles	
  for	
  use	
  in	
  Hawaiʻi.	
  The	
  drawings	
  were	
  created	
  by	
  Mary	
  Beath;	
  the	
  original	
  text	
  was	
  written	
  by	
  
Francine	
  Jacobs.	
  Text	
  and	
  drawings	
  were	
  modified	
  for	
  Hawaiʻi	
  by	
  Allen	
  Tom,	
  PIR	
  Regional	
  Director.	
  Hawaiian	
  translation	
  was	
  by	
  Analu	
  
Okimoto,	
  University	
  of	
  Hawaiʻi	
  at	
  Mānoa.	
  The	
  English	
  text	
  was	
  edited	
  by	
  George	
  Balazs,	
  National	
  Marine	
  Fisheries	
  Service,	
  and	
  Carol	
  
Carey,	
  Hawaiian	
  Islands	
  Humpback	
  Whale	
  National	
  Marine	
  Sanctuary	
  Maui	
  liaison.	
  The	
  Hawaiian	
  text	
  was	
  edited	
  by	
  Daniel	
  Akaka,	
  Jr.,	
  
Hawaiian	
  historian	
  at	
  the	
  Mauna	
  Lani	
  Bay	
  Hotel.	
  A	
  special	
  mahalo	
  to	
  Nancy	
  Daschbach,	
  PIR	
  Administrative	
  Assistant,	
  for	
  bringing	
  this	
  to	
  
Hawaiʻi.	
  	
  
	
  
Mary	
  Beath	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  interested	
  in	
  both	
  science	
  and	
  art.	
  She	
  received	
  her	
  B.A.	
  degree	
  in	
  zoology	
  from	
  Duke	
  University	
  and	
  later	
  a	
  
B.F.A.	
  from	
  the	
  Rhode	
  Island	
  School	
  of	
  Design.	
  She	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  printmaker,	
  using	
  natural	
  forms,	
  rhythms,	
  and	
  colors	
  in	
  her	
  abstract	
  prints.	
  
	
  
Francine	
  Jacobs	
  is	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  dozens	
  of	
  books	
  for	
  young	
  readers	
  including	
  Sea	
  Turtles	
  (William	
  Morrow	
  and	
  Co.).	
  A	
  former	
  teacher,	
  
many	
  of	
  her	
  books	
  are	
  on	
  the	
  nature-­‐science	
  subjects.	
  Ms.	
  Jacobs	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  small,	
  oceanside	
  community	
  on	
  Long	
  Island,	
  NY.	
  The	
  sea	
  
and	
  its	
  creatures	
  have	
  always	
  fascinated	
  her.	
  She	
  is	
  an	
  avid	
  conservationist.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Center	
  for	
  Marine	
  Conservation,	
  now	
  the	
  Ocean	
  Conservancy,	
  was	
  formed	
  in	
  1972	
  as	
  a	
  private,	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  to	
  increase	
  
pubic	
  awareness	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  relationship	
  between	
  ourselves	
  and	
  our	
  planet.	
  In	
  response	
  to	
  growing	
  human	
  population	
  and	
  
demand	
  for	
  marine	
  resources,	
  the	
  Conservancy	
  has	
  become	
  a	
  leading	
  advocate	
  for	
  the	
  protection	
  of	
  the	
  oceans	
  and	
  their	
  wealth	
  of	
  life.	
  
The	
  Conservancy	
  works	
  to	
  maintain	
  biological	
  diversity	
  and	
  the	
  integrity	
  of	
  ocean	
  ecosystems.	
  
	
  
The	
  mission	
  of	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  National	
  Marine	
  Sanctuaries	
  is	
  to	
  manage	
  marine	
  areas	
  of	
  special	
  national	
  significance	
  to	
  protect	
  their	
  
ecological	
  and	
  cultural	
  integrity	
  for	
  current	
  and	
  future	
  generations.	
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